
ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO SEP'I'IMO ET QUINQUA- 
GESIMO OC'L'AVO 

A.D. 1894. 

No. 597. 

An Act relating to Vermin. 

[Assrjz tcd to, November ad, 18pg.I 
HEEEAS it is dcsimblc to amend the law relating to the Preamble. W destruction of vermin, and to make provision for the creation 

o i  vermin Districts and Vernliil Boards o&icle the limits of District 
Councils-Be it Xaacted by the Ciovei*l~or of the Yrovince of Sout'h 
Australia, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
and House of Assembly of tlic said province. in this prcsent Parlia- 
ment assembled, as follows : 

PART I. PART I. 
. --- 

TNTRODUCTORY. 
1, This Act may be cited for all purposes as " The Vetwin Short title. 

Uistricts Act, 1894." 

2. This Act shall be divided into parts, under the following Divisione of ~ c t .  

heads : - 
PART I.-Introductory : 

PART 11.--Amendments : 

PART III.--Constitution of Ver~nin Districts and Boards : 
the Mexnbcrs of Boards : 
the Auditors : 

Elections : 
the Meetings of the Board: 

Contracts and Works : 
i 

C 
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PART I. PART IX.-Of Revenue and Expenditure : 

PART X.-Of Making and Recovering Rates : 

PART XI.--Of Loans: 

PART x~r.-Of the Officers of the District : 

PART ~111.-Of By-laws : 

PART XIV.-Of the Enforcement of this Act, and of Penalties : 

PART XV.-Of Evidence and I\/liscellaneous Matters. 

Interpretation, 3, 111 this Act the following expressions shall have the meanings 
by this section assigned to them, save where thc context or subject is 
inconsistent with such meaning :- 

' L  Act " includes regulations : 

Board " or Vermin Board " means the Vermin Board of any 
Vermin District declared under this' Act : 

Chairman " means the chairman of any Vermin Board: 

" Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Crown Lands: 

Crown lands" means all lands belonging to Her Mtiiesty within 
a Vermin District, whether occupied or unoccupied, which 
are not subject to any lease or agreement for lease or sale: 

" District " means any Vermin District declared under this Act : 

" Extraordinary vacancy " mcans and includes any vacancy in  an 
office arising in any other way than by effluxion of time : 

Justice " or Justices " mems Justice or Justices of the Peace : 
C L  Owner" includes the person for the time being receiving or 

entitled to receive the reuts and profits of any lands or here- 
ditaments within a Vermin District, whether on his own 
account or as agent, trustee, or attorney for any other person : 

4iPublic notice7' means notice given by advertisement in the 
Government Gnxette, and by posting handbills, written or 
printed or produced by mechanical process, on every post 
office in the district and on every other place appointed by the 
board, by by-law or otherwise, as a place for posting notices: 

Ratable property" means and irlcludes all lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments (including Crown lands, whether oscupied or 
unoccupied) within thc limits of a vcrmin district; : 

Ratepayer " means the awner or occupier of ratable property, 
or the owner of unoccupied ratable property, or the Surveyor- 
General in respect of' ratable property belonging to the 
Crown, whether occupied by thc Crown or unoccupied : 

" Surveyor-General " means the Surveyor-General of the province 
for the timi: being, or the person discharging the duties of 
the office of Surveyor-General for the time being : 

'' Vermin " includes rabbits, wild dogs? and foxes : 

4. " Vermin 
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4. c' Vermin-proof fence" sh 1 mean a substantial fence not 
less than four feet high, hung ~ i t h  galvanized wire netting of a 
maximum mesh of one and a ha1 f inches, minimum width of thirty- 

5, From and after the declaration of a vermin district under 
the provisions of this Act, "The Wild Dog and Fox Destruction 
Act, 1889," shall not apply to such district: Provided, however, that 
this section shall not affect any right accrued or any obligation or 
liability incurred under the said Act before the declaration of such 
district. 

Definition of vermin- I i 
proof fence. ! 

six inches, with the wire of a seventeen, also to 
have two barbed wires above other fence as 
the Vermiu always that any similar 
fence erected before shali be taken to be a 

of this Act if, in the u 3 (c, I 

opinion of the for the purpose of c ; P = ~  

excluding rabbits and dogs. - -  &--.W;-c r ~ a ~ e - - + -  

After declaration of 
1 

a vermin district 
The Wild Dog ana 

Fox Destruction Act, 
1889," not to apply 
therein. 

PART 11. 

6. The words and without interest " in section 20 of The 
Vermin-proof Fencing Act, 1890," are hereby repealed, and the 
words together with simple interest thereon at the rate of Five 
Pounds per centurn per annum" substituted therefor, but such 
repeal shall not affect any loans granted before the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three. 

7. Section 23 of The Vermin-proof Fencing Act, 1890," is 
hereby amended by adding after the seventh liue of the said 
section the words following, that is to say-" The Governor may, 
in  the order granting the loan, direct that any specified part or 
parts of the land described in the petition shall be enclosed by 
continuous wire 11 ettirlg or vermin-proof or rabbit-proof fencing, 
and that no part of the loan shall be expended in materials for the 
purpose of erecting or rendaring vermin or rabbit proof any dividing 
fence within such specified part or parts." 

8, Section 34 of " "The Vermin-proof Fencing Act, 1890," is 
hereby repealed, and in lieu thereof shall be read the following:- 
A general notice resolved upon by any District Council for the 
simultaneous destruction of rabbits, and advertised for two successive 
weeks in the Government Gazette, and in some newspaper circulating 
within the District, shall, for the purposes of The Rabbit Suppres- 
sion Act, 1879," be deemed a sufficient notice to and to have been 
personally served upon every owner and occupier of land within 
the ~ i u t r i c t ~ a n d  every authorised person under the said Act shall 
h a v e e m e  rights, powers, and authorities ; and every owner or 
occupier of land within the said District shall be subject to the same 
obligations and liabilities as if s u c h o r i s e d  person had signed a 

v--"* ----'--- notice 

Amendment of eection 
20 of Act No. 478 of 
1890. 

Amendment of aection 
13, Act No. 478 of 
1890. 

t 

, 

Amendment of section 
34 of The Vermin- 
proof Fencing Act, 

4 .  

1890." 



Amendment of section 
35 of " The Vermin- 
proof Fencing Act, 
1890." 

Amendment of section 
34 of the Stook 
Diseases Act, 443 of 
1888. 

Amendment of metion 
31 of " The Rabbit 
Buppreesion Act, 
1879." 

Penalty for not 
destroying rabbits. 

Bart of inspector 
to e obtained. 
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notice in the form contained in Schedule B to the said Act and the 
said notice had been served upon the said owner or occupier, as by 
the same Act required. 

Q, Section 35 of Act 478 of 1890 is hereby amended by adding 
after the word G the " in the first line thc words publication of 
notice by advertisement as hereinbefore provided." 0 3.. X 

10. Section 34 of " The Stock Diseases Act, 11813," is hereby 
z~mended by thc addition of the words or by any other person 
whomsoever " at the end thereof. 

11, Section 31 of '' The Rabbit Suppression Act, 1879," is 
hereby amended by the addition of the words or by any other 
person whomsoever " at the end thereof. 

12. I any owner or occupier of any land, mhctl~er freehold or 
leasehold, after notice for simultnneous destruction, resolved upon 
and advertised pursuant to section 8 of this Act, shall not do 
everything required by such notice for the destruction of rabbits on 
the land owned or &eupied by him, he shall be liable to the 
penalties provided by section 35 of The Vermin-proof Fencing 
Act, 1890." 

13. The Governor may, out of any money voted by Parliament 
for the purposes of making loans under Thc Vermin-proof Fencing 
Act, l8YO," from time to time a.uthorise and direct the expenditure 
of such sums as ha may think fit for the purposes of erecting or 
contributing to the erection of any wirc netting or other vermin- 
proof fencing around agricnltuml or cnltivated lands sitwte outside 
the limits of District Councils, or any Vermin District created under 
this ,4ct: Provided that the area proposed to be enclosed shall not 
be less than one hundred am-cs : Provided also that no such expen- 

W 
diture shall be authorised unless on the written request of a t  least 
.eiu persons interested in such area proposed to be enclosed, and 
all persons interested in such area shall constitute a Trust, and shall 
jointly and severally undertake the liability for the repayment of 
the amount expendcd, with interest thereon. 

14, No mch sums shall be granted by the Governor until a 
Government inspector Ims reported to the Comnlissioner "in favor of 
the grant being made,and no sums so granted nor any portion thereof 
shall be paid to the applicants until wire netting to the value of 
the sums granted shall have been actually erected by the applicant 
to the satisfaction of a Goverrinlent inspector. 

Bepa~ment~f  15, Any sums so granted and paid shall be repaid with interest 
expended. 

at Five Pounds per centum per a n m m  not later than by tcn equal 
yearly instalments, dating from the date of such grant, and in the 
meantime s u b e -  *?, first charge on the land for thc enclosing or 

I ft~ncing of whirh it is supli1ied.- 
m. If- 
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18. If any occupier within the special area for which a loan 
shall have been or shall be granted to a District Council under 
'C The Vermin-proof Fencing Act, 1890," shall refuse to accept 
the materials for wire netting or other rabbit-proof or vermin-proof 
fencing, furnished or offered to him by such Council, the Council 
may, without pr~judicc to any rights or remedies it may have 
against the occupier so refusing, offer such matcrials to any other 
occupier of land within thc District of such Board. If such offer 
bc acceptcd by the occupier, and 8pproved of by the Commissioner, 
notico of such appro~al shall be published by thc Commissiont.r in 
the Government Gazette, and thereafter the materials may be 
furnished to such occupier, and he and the land in respect of which 
the materials are furnished shall becorne liable for the repayment 
of the value of such materials, together with interest thereon, in the 
manner and subject to the remedies prescribed by the said Vermin- 
proof Fencing Act, 1890. 

- - 
Amendment of Act 
KO. 478 of 1890. 

~ONSTL'l'Url'TOPu' OF VERMTN DISTRICTS AND BOARDS, 

17, The Governor, by Proclawlation to be pnlolished in the  ernor or may ro- 
claim Vermin E i B -  Governmefzt Gaxett~, may, with the consent in writing of the holders tricta. 

representing one half of the ratable property, exclusive of un- 
occupied Crown lauds, within thc boundarics of such proposed area 
declare any lands sit uatc outside thc lirnits of Municipal Corpora- 
tions ancl District Councils to be Vermin Districts for the purposes 
of this Act, and assign a uame to any such District and fix the 
boundaries thereof, and may in like manner cause any lands to 
cease to be Vermin Districts or portion of a Vermin District, or 
may vary the bountlaries of any District: Provided that a plan of 
thc District or alteration proposed shall be laid before P? r r 1' iainen t 
and be approved by resolutior~ of both Houses of the Legislature, 
such plm to show the proposed boundaries and the amount of free- 
hold, leased, and u rrleasecl lands within the same. 

18. In  the event of any apportionment of propertry or adjust- Apportionment of 
property and adjust- nlerlt of rights and liabilities as between two or more Vermin mentofrightS. 

Districts being rcndcred npcessary or expedient owing to the altera- 
tion of' thc boundarics of any District or I)istricts, the Governor 
s11a11 have tlie pomcr, by Procla~tlation published in the Gouernmmt 
Gcrzettv, to make stzcli apportionrtitmt or adjustment. 

19, In the event of a Vermin District being declared under this Contribution for 

Act, the boundaries or ally portion of the boundarics of which con- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' l r e a a y  
sist of a vermin-proof' fence already erectd by the Board of any 
other Vermin District previously "declared under this Act, thc 
Boar(\ of such laut-mention~d District simll be credited by the Com- 
missioner with tt portion not exceeding one-half of the then value of 
such ferrcc, ;tnd such itrnonnt shall be rlebitecl to the new district, 

The 
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- The amount so to be paid shall be agreed upon between the two 
Boards, and if such Boards cannot or do not agree as to the 
amount within three months after notice shall have been given in 
writing by either Board to the other requiring that such amount 
shall be fixed, the amount may be fixed by the Commissioner by 
order published in the Government Gazett~, and immediately on such 

I order being published the amount fixed therein shall become payable 
by the Board liable to pay the same to the other; and in the case of 
a vermin-proof or other fence the property of a lessee the Board or 
Boards may pay to the owner the value of the fence, to be fixed by 
mutual agreement, or, failing that, by arbitration under Act NO. 
510 of 1891. . 

Appointment of 
Boards and auditors. 

20. The Governor shall, on the proclamation of any Vermin 
District as aforesaid, appoint five persons to be the Vermin Board 
for such District, and may appoint one of their number to be chair- 
man of such Board, and may appoint two &ditors, and the members 
and auditors so appointed shall retain office until after the first 
annual election after the constitution of the District, and such 
Board shall have and exercise all the powers, duties, and functions 
of a Vermin Board, as hereinafter provided. 

Extrnordinar 6 vacancies in oard. 
21. If any extraordinary vacancy shall occur in a Board, the 

Board may appoint a member in the placc of the member whose 
seat has so become vacant, and the member so appointed shall con- 
tinue to be a member of the Board until after the first annual 

2, election after his appointment. 

Bmrd be Corporate 22, Fvery Vermin Board constituted under this Act shall be a body. 
body corporate under the title of The Vermin Board of the District 
of'---. ," such blank being filled in with the name assigned 
by the Governor to the Vernlin District in thc Proclamation con- 
stituting the same. Every such body corporate shall have perpetual 
succession and a common seal, and shall by such name be capable 
in law of suing arid being sued, and of doing and suffering subject 
to this Act all other acts and things as bodies corporate may by law 
do and suffer. 

PART iv. PART IV. 
OF THE MEMHEKS OF BOARDS. 

~nali5cation of 23. Every male ratepayer of the district, and every person nomi- 
members of Boarda. nated by the Surveyor-General, or by a ratepayer, by writing under 
A C ~  NO. 419 of 1887, his hand, who has attailled the age of twenty-one years. is qualified 
section 47. to be elected, or, in the event of an extraordinary vacancy, to be 

appointed a member of a Board, unless he is- 

An uncertificated insolvent : 

A person who holds the office of treasurer or any place of profit 
i n  the gift of the Vermin Board; A 
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A person who directly or indirectly participates or is interested in PART 
any contract, except for advertisements and printing, with - 
or krnployrneit und'er the Vermin Board : 

Provided that no person shall be disqualified from being or con- 
tinuing a member of a Board by reason of his receiving travelling 
expenses incurred in pursuance of and authorised to be paid by a 
resolution of the Board: Provided also that any person uominated 
for election to the Board shall be a resident in the district. 

24. Any of the following acts and everits shall cause a vacancy ~ o w v a c a n e ~  
in the office of member of a Roard, namely :- occasioned. 

Death, lunacy, insolvency, the execution by the member of a Act No. 419 of 1887, 

statutory deed of assignment for the benefit of his creditors, section 49, 

or compounding with his creditors for less than Twenty 
Shillings in the Pound, or the conviction of the member 
of felony : 

Sbsencc from the province, without leave of the Board, during 
the holding of three consecutive ordinary meetings, or 
failure to attend the meetings of the Board for three con- 
secutive ordinary meetings without sufficient cause, and 
followed, in either case, by a resolution passed by the Board 
within three weeks after the last of such three consecutive 
ordinary meetings, declaring the office vacant, which resolu- 
tion the Board may pass, but are not bound to pass: 

Arry disqualification, and notice thereof, by the disqualified per- 
son or some person on his behalf, posted or delivered to the 
chairman of the Board, or, if there be no chairman, to the 
Commissioner : 

Resignation by notice posted or delivered as aforesaid : 

Retirement by rotation, as provided by this Act: 

The judgment or order of any duly authorised Court or Justices 
declaring the office vacant. 

25. At the conclusion of the first annual election after the Annual retirement of 
constitution of any Board all the members of the Board of every membera of a B&. 
District shall retire. At the conclusion of every subsequent annual Ib., 8eolioo 
election half the members of every Board shall retire, or, if the 
number be uneven, a majority of one shall retire. The members to 
retire shall be the member or members (if any) who hold office by 
appointment of the Board and thoae other members who have been 
longest in oflice without re-election, and, when the number cannot 
thus be made up, lots shall be drawn between those who have been 
an equal time in office without re-election to decide which of them 
shall retire, anti the retirement shall take place accordingly. 

26. The chairman shall in no case be required to draw lots ; chairman not todraw 
but the other member or members with whom it would be necessary, lots. 

but lb., rrection 61. 
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PART m. but for his position as chairman, that hc should draw lots, shall 
retire, or draw lots between them without the chairman, to decide 
which of them shall retire. 

Retiringmemberflof 27. Members of aBoard required by this Act to retire shall go 
a Board to hold offlce 
until successors out of office, but shall be deemed to hold ofice until their successors 
appointed. are appointed or elected. 
Act No. 419 of 1887. 
motion 63. 
L O ~ S  to be before 28, All drawing of lots by members of a Board to decide retire- 

ments shall be had-before the notice is published in the Govervzme?zt 
~ b . ,  section 53. Gazette, as hereinafter required, appointing the time and place for 

the election of members of the Board. 

Onfailureof members 2Q, Where lots are required to decide retirements, if the mem- 
to draw lote, chair- 
m m  or a Justice, bers of a Board who should draw lots fail to do so within the tirric 

"pn m. 
may prescribed by the last preceding section the chairman, or any Justice 

resident in the District, on the request, in writing, of any one member 
~ b . ,  section 64. of the Board, or any three ratepayers, shall, in the presencc of three 

or more ratepayers, draw lots and decide which of the members of 
the Board shall retire, and shall thereupon declare anti give public 
notice under his hand of the namcs of the mcmbers who are to 
retire, and they shall retire accordingly. 

Vecancies existing at 
the annul election 
meeting how supplied. 

30, When, at the time of giving notice of the annual day of 
election, there shall Fe vacancies on any Board, and no more 
members are reauired to retire at the election meeting for that 

~b., section 65. year than there ace seats then vacant, there shall bc no n&d for any 
retirement of members, but the vacancies so existing shall be filled 
up at the annual election meeting ; and if any vacancy or vacancies 
shall exist at the time of giving notice of any annual day of elec- 
tion, every member whose seat is so vacant shdl be taken to be a 
person bound to retire at the amual election meeting, and cvery 
such vacancy shall be filled up at the annual election meeting, and 
any other retirements which may be necessary shall be settled in 
manner herein providcd. 

Election of ch&man* 31. At the first meeting of any Vermin Board after appointment, 
and every annual election, the members present shall elcct a chair- 

Ib., section 66. man from among them ; and if ther6 shall be an equal number of 
votes for two or more mernbers having the largest nuqber of votes, 
the person to act as chairman shall be chosen by lot between those 
members having the equality of votes ; but the omission to elect a 
chairman shall not prevent the Board from making such appoint* 
rnent at any future meeting. The chairman may resign his office at 
any time ; and any vacancy in the office of chairman may be filled 
up at any meeting of the Board. 

Retiring chairman 
and membere re- 

32. A member of a Board or chairman retiring from or ceasing 
eligible. to hold d ice,  but duly qualified, shall be eligible for re-election. 
Ib., eeotion 67. 

PART 
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PART V. 
OF  THE AUDITORS. 

33. The auditors appointed by the Governor for each district Electionand m t b -  
shall retire at the conclusion of the first annual election after the ment of ,auditors. 

constitution of the Board; and at the first annual election two 
auditors for the District shall be proposed and elected by the 
ratepayers in like manner as members of a Board are proposed 
and elected. At each subsequent annual election one auditor shall 
retire from office, and the auditor to retire shall be the one who 
has held office longest without re-election, and if both shall have so 
held office the same length of time the auditor to retire shall. be 
dccided by lot to he drawn by the chairman before notice is given 
of the day for the election of candidates, and if the chairman shall 
so fail to draw lots both auditors shall retire ; and no auditor who 
has been continuously in office for two years shall be eligible for 
re-election for the space of one year. 

34, The qualification and disqualifications for the office of auditors. Q ualification of 
auditor shall be the same as in the case of a member of a Board, 
except that an auditor need not be a ratepayer of the District, and A C ~  NO. 419 of 1887, 

that no member of the Board of a District shall be altditor for the 59. 

District. An auditor otherwise qualified to be a member of a Board 
may be elected a member, and shall thereupon cease to be auditor. 

35. Any of the following acts and events shall cause a vacancy How vacancies 
happen in the office 

in the ofice of auditor, namely :- of auditor. 

Death, lunacy-, being adjudicated insolvent, or the execution by Ib., Beetion 
the auditor of a statutory deed of assignment for the benefit of 
his creditors: or compounding with his creditors for less than 
Twenty Shillings in t,he I'ound, or on conviction of felony: 

Absence from the province at the time at which any periodical 
audit is appointed to be held, or non-attendance at any audit 
after fourteen days' notice shall have been given to the 
auditor of the tilne and place appointed for holding the same: 

Election as a member of a Board : 

Resignation, by notice posted or delivered to the chairman, if 
there be a chairman, and otherwise to the Commissioner: 

The judgment or order of any competent Court or Justices 
declaring the office vacant: 

The being conoerncd, directly or indirectly, in any contract or 
dealing with the Vermin Board other than his employment 
as auditor. 

36. Any extraordinary vacancy occurring in the office of auditor Extrtlordinary 
vacancies in office of may be filled up by appointment by thc Governor, but any auditor auditOI.. 

so appointed shall only hold office until the annual election next 
B-597 (?ftw 
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]?ART v*  - after his appointment, and if only one of the auditors shall have 
been so appointed he shall be deemed to be the auditor who is to 
retire under section 33, and the other shall continue in office unless 
he shall have acted as auditor continuously for the space of two 
yeare. 

Auditing accounts. 37, The auditors shall, as soon as conveniently may be after 

Act No. 419 of 1887, 
the half-y early balancing of accounts in accordance - with- this Act, 

aection 6 I. proceed to audib the accounts of the Vermin Board for the half-year 
preceding the said half-yearly balance ; and the Roard shall cause 
to be produced and laid before such auditors the said accounts, 
together with proper vouchers in support of the same, and all 
books, papers, and writings in the custody or power of the Roard 
relating thereto; and if the said accounts be found correct, such 
auditors shall sign the same in token of thcir allowance thereof. 

Bdanoe-sheet to be 
advertised in one 

38. The Vermin Board &all cause the half-yearly balance-sheet 
newqqer and in to be advertised once in one of the newspapers of the said province, 
G a ~ t t e .  and in the Government Gazette, within one month after the auditors 
~b.,  section 62. have certified the same. 

Auditors =fuse 39, ' The auditors may refuse to allow any person to be present 
to allow persons to be 
present at auditingof at the audit of the accounts. 
accounts. 

Ib., section 63. 

PART VI. PAIfiCrI' W. 

O F  ELECTIONS. 
The District Office. 40. The Vermin Board shall have s suitable office for transacting 

lb., section 64. 
the business of the District, to be called the Vermin Roard Office, 
for the District of 

7 ~ h o  mriy vote. 41, At any election of membcrs of a Board or auditors every rate- 

Ib., eection 74. 
payer of the full age of twenty one years whose name appears in the 
list of ratepayers entitled to vote for (he current j ear which is required 
by this Act to be published in thc Government Gazette, and any person 
nominated in writing by the Surveyor-General or by a ratepayer to 
vote in 1-espect of ratable property belonging to thc Crown. may give 
one vote for every fifty squnrc milcs, or fractioiml part of fifty square 
miles, of ratable property held by llim or by the Crown respectively, if 
the rates have been duly paid purs~mnt to the next follo~cing section. 
In case of joint tenancy, or tenancy in common, one person only shall 
vote, unless the land shall exceed fifty square miles in area, and 
then one joint tenant, or tenant in common as aforesaid, may vote 
for each additional fifty square miles, or for any fractional part there- 
of; and joint tenants, or tenants in cormnon entitled to vote, map vote 
ill the order in which they tender their votes until votes shall have 

1 been taken for the whole area, 
42. No 




















































